Preach'd before the e Right: Worſkipful the 


Of the Town and County of 


NOTTINGHAM. 


IN THE: 


In the ſaid Town, December 3. 1702. 
| BEING THE 


Day of THANKSGIVING 
FOR THE 


Signal Succeſſes G'O D has been pleaſed 
to grant to Her MAIESTIES Forces 
both by SEA and LAND. 


8 
By EDWARD CLARKE, M. A. 
and Vicar there. 


_ Publiſh! d at t the Requeſt of the Audience, 
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| Dragon i in St. Paul's Church- yard, and Gervas 
Sulley, den in gs I 703 


— 


eu EET 


Mayor and . 


de printed for Ed. "Ay at the Green 


* be „ 
* * y 4 "A * „ | ” : 
. K 22. : FY a * o * 
— k b A. , 4 ; 
FR * 0 
. | * b 
* 4 : 
- * * ” — 
; 0 * « * * 1 4 
* 0 7 . - N c ap * # , | [ 
. 2 . 
a * . , ** - * F 
' * _ * 
. 8 8 % * 
8 X . 0 R 
0 WY i 
- 
; 


Pariſh Church of St. M AR T 


— 


— 


— —_ 


* 
» 
9 27 
4 - 

CY 
. 
4 


* 


TERS . 
" 
* 


163 
: « = 


— 


LI 
* 


p 


x 8 Ys - * 
* * 
* "I 
; 3 EY hes 
% F I 


. * 
= * 9 
: * . £ 
as 
, 4 - L 
(I 
Fl 
- > 
* 
* 
% a * 
* 
= 
« * 2 
4 . 
a 
4 . 4 
* 
„ * 
* * » 


* 
2. 
* 
* 
4a -7- 
. -- 
&S OS 
2 wa + 
12 
=y 
z * 
2 
* 
Py - * 
% 
4 
7 
1 
— 
* 
9 
»a * _— 
— 1 
1 
* 
* 
* 
-- 
o 
hd 
* 
* * — 1 
1 3 
* 
' 
** 
* 2 
f * "tag 
” = - 


- ns. Cw 


7 


. * „ 


2 „ 


_ 


| 'To the Right Worſhipful 


* +. Va . 


JOHN EA Eſq; Mayor, 


The Woifhipfal the 


ALDE RME N, 


And the r reſt o of the Members of the _ 


«> * * 0 \ 


Antient Corporation of Nottingham 0 
1 / Together with the Inhabitants ofthe W 
Pariſh of St. a. AR Th in the ſaid Town: 


| Gentlemen ,. J l oe; Ava 
HE liberal 8 gon ar 

pleaſed aer my Labour 4 
mongſt you grves you, of all others, I 
the moſt juſt. Title i. them: and ſince you. 
think any Service of mine worth your ac 
ceptance, I ought not in Duty 2 Grati- 
nde to deny it. Had it been otherwiſe, 
and could I, in good Manners, have with= 


food the Klee of ſome, and the Sollici= 


2 tation 
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. tation of others, this Diſcourſe had been 
remanded to that receſs where it bad its 
birth, there to have lain, as it deſerves, in 
perpetual Obſcurity. But ſince it muſt look 
abroad, God grant, it may have the effet, 
ts in ure fle a dere, which fm 
of you made uſe of, as an Argument where. 
by to inforce its Publication; namely, the 
promoting of Sincere Piety towards God, by 
a more univerſal > (208 ng of. hns 
Providence, of Loyal Obedience to Her 
Saad Mijeſty, and of Unim of fe 
| Frons one . amongſt mother.” And inuy qhe 
ſame good God beſtow upon you, plentifully, 
the Graces and Bleſings of Heaven in this 
Ie; und the Eternal Fojs and Glorier of 
n the next: So prays, 770 


o 
* 


Nottingham, | WI 2 23 M4 {A Ay , 
Dec. 18. , Your. moſt Obliged 


= - - ©. andObedient Servant, 


* Edw. Clarke 


Plalm LXIV. Weis, b ix. "pd - 


And all Men ſpall fear,” and ſhall tele 


the Work of God: Flt 3 foal wiſe- 
ly conſider of bis, 


The Righteous ſoall = —＋ in the Lord 
and ſhall truſt in him ” nd all the Us 
Tan in | heart fc e 


TT 


e 


L may {ay, our . Cirumſtances — 
to verify the Predictions of it: V 
ratices the fous' David ſo ſolemnly 115 * 
cates for himſelf, we through God's Mercies 
are rtakers of, the deſtruction of Fo 
Enemies wnich he ſoconfidentl 
tells, is in a great meaſure confirm” ag d 
in the various defeats of ours. His P 
phecy is in great part become our Hifto- 
ry, and the gratefull returns we are to 
A make 
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make to Almighty God, of Thanks and 
Praiſe for ſuch favours, will from the words 
of the Text become the Subject of our pre- 
ſent Conſider ation. 
And certainly, if ever God's Bleſſings and 
Favours to a Land and People call'd for a 
juſt return of Praiſe'and Thankſgiving; if 
ever the viſible effects of his particular Care, 
Protection, and Indulgence to a Nation, 
_ prompted to an acknowledgment ſome way 
luitable, thoſe which we have abundantly 


experienc'd, of late, do moſt Earneſtly re- 
i that Tribute: And they muſt be ei- 


ure 5 | tl 
ther very ſtupid and inſenfible, or very un- 


gratefyl,whoſoever they beamongſt us, who 


either fullenly refuſe, or carelel$ly decline 
, : =. 

is Fig now full Forty Years and upward, 
fince out of that diſmal Night of Confur 
on, the blackeſt and moſt dreadful, which, 
of ſome Ages, had overſpread this Nation, 
the glorious Dawn of the Reſtoration ap- 


pear d, at what time our Religion, Go- 


" 1 


vernment, and Laws return'd from Exile, 
together with their, then great, Patron and 
Defender ; and though,God be thanked,the 
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Light of that Day, and the Purity of the 


Goſpel has ſtill continued amongſt us.;, yet 
has it been not without its Qbſcurities, and 
gathering Clouds have ſometimes darken'd 
its Luſtre, and threaten'd no leſs than an 
utter Extinguiſnment. 

But now, theſe being diſpell'd and blown 
over, the Glorious Day breakes out upon 
us, with a brightneſs no leſs pleafing than 
furprizing. And by God's gracious Provi- 
dence in her Preſervation, we have got a 
Queen upon the Throne, who in Glory as 
much, out-ſhines her great Predeceſſors, as 
She excells them in Virtue, who inherits 
all the Noble Qualities of Her Royal: Pro- 
genitors, without any öf thoſe blemiſhes 
which may give a Diminution to their Cha- 
n&er. Whoſe Religion ĩs Orthodox and 
Proteſtant, according to the true Standard 
of the Eftabliſht Church of England, whoſe 
Piety.is ſincere and unaffected, Her care for 
the Publick Intereſt and good of her Peo- 
ple, moſt tender and endearing, and Her 


Heart, to make bold with an Expreſſion of 


entirely Engliſh. 


her And for 


this, God, has bleſt both her 


Councils 
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Councils and Armes with ſuch Signal Suc- 
ceſſes, that all Europe, as well as we, muſt 
needs ſtand amaz d at them. And France 
in particular has felt more blows from Her 
mighty Arm, at leaſt ſome more wound- 
ing and fatal within theſe fix Months, 
than 'tis probable ſhe has done for near 
ety Lears belogs. © - - -  --- 
No tis for theſe wonderful Succeſſes of 
Her Majeſties Arms, both by Sea and 
Land, that Her Piety prompts het to engage 
her People to a moſt ſolemn Expreſſion, of 
their Gratitude and Acknowledgments to 
Almighty God. Wherein She indeed has 
gone before us in a meſt Bright and Shiniſig 
Example, attended with the Nobles and 
great Men of the Kingdom, the Lords and 
Commons Aſſembled in Parliament, a Sight 
beyond what our Eyes, er the Eyes ef eur 
Fathers have ſeen, thereby, ii the moſt Con- 
ſpicuous manner, both to expreſs Her own 
great Senſe of the Almighty's Fav6uts, and 
to ſet forth his Glory; as Iixetyiſe c Ani 
mate us to the like Ardency and Devotion: 
Now it comes to be our turn te expreſs 
Ours. This therefore is the Day® which = 
Fs | Lord 
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Lord has made, and, as vrith reverence may 
add, which our Queen has made too: God has 
given the Occahen, and the Queen has made 
this the Opportunity of the Nations return- 
ing theit Devout Praife-and'Thanks to God 
for his great Mercies; | we wil therefore rejoic 


and be glad in it. _— | f 
Io pive Inſtances from Scripture, of God's f 


People Aſſembling tlie mſel hes together in | 
ſolemn manner,  t return Thanks fer Deli- 
verances and Mercies receiv'd. To ſpeak of 
Moſes his Song; of Foſhua's calling the Peo- 
ple together; of Detiorab and Barak ; of 
David and Solo man; of fehoſaphat, Hezechiah 
and Fo fiab;of Nebemiab and Zerobebel; would 
be a thing altogether needlefs' where the 
occafion. Ioudly calls for it; ang even na- 
tural Religion, without any farther wrrant 
from Authority and Example, would prompt 
Men to it. For who can be ſo ſtupid and 
inadverting, as not to take notice of great 
and unuſual Events? And who, upon ùbſer- 
vation of them, can let them paſs, without 
ome Reflection upon thejr Adthor and oc- 
caſion; wWhereof the words of our Plous 
Lſalmiſt in 6 the reſult. And 
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all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work of 
God; for they ſhall wiſely con ſider of his doing. 
The, righteous . ſhall be glad in the Lord, and 
fhall truſt; in him; and all the apright in heart 
Hall glory. Now from theſe words I ſhall 
make it my buſineſs to ſhew. ' 
' Firſt, That tis a point of Wiſdom to con- 
ſider well the Author of all great E- 
vents: They ſhall wiſely con ſider of his do- 
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Secondly, The Effect of fuch a wife Conſi- 
deration. Which is, (1ſt.) more ge- 
neral, wherein all will be more or leſs 
concern'd; all: men /hall fear, and hall 
declare the work of God. (adly.) More 
+. particular, and with reſpect to the 
righteaus, and the upright in heart, they 
We ſeal be glad in the Lord, ſhall truſt in 
bim, and ſhall glory. . 


v * 


Firp, Then, tis a point of Wiſdom to 
confider well the Author of all great E- 
vents. They ſhall wiſely conſider of * do- 

ing. 2 "9", ma 


ing. 
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The ways of God, in his Providential 
Adminiſtration of the Affairs of this World, 
as they are hidden and unſearchable, ſo are 


makes uſe, tis true, of the Agency and In- 


bringing about the Wiſdom of his Purpoſes: 
But then he makes uſe of them, only as his 
Inftruments, whilſt he himſelf has the ma- 
nagement and direction of them, to the 


inconſiderate are we, for the moſt part, no 
leſs than detracting 


2 +4 © 


where the End-and 


they withal unerring and certain! He 


ſtrumency of Angels and Men, nay, of De- 
vils and Things Inanimate; towards the 


producing his intended Effect. And yet ſo 


from the Honour of 
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it are Diſproportionate, where great Events 


are brought to paſs by ways | ſeemingly 
ſlight and inconſiderable, there a lucky Hit 
and fortunate Adventure ſhall reap all the 
Praiſe and Commendation, - which the un- 
ſeen as well as the unerring Hand of Provi- 
dence deſervedly calls for. This is à Fault, 


though God knows too Epidemical, yet ve- 


ry Pernicious and of evil Conſequence; 


ſince tis in effect a denyal, or at leaſt a too 


ſhameful forgetfulneſs of God's Provi- 
dence, which too ſoon makes way for the 
denyal, of his Exiſtence and Being. For 


though the School of Epicurꝛis did indeed the 


one, without the denying the other, yet the 


very falſe Notion which he is ſaid to have 
had of God upon this account, if purſued, 
would have dwindled his being at laſt into 
nothing. The great Exaltation he gave to 
the Nature of God, making him an haughty 
ſtately Being, full of himſelf, and ſo regard- 
leſs of all things beſides, was indeed the 


greateſt Diminution: And in ſearching 


ſuch a Principle to the bottom, there 


would at laſt be found very little differ- 


ence in having no God at all, or having 
ſuch an one as is good for nothing. 
| nels 
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neſs and Wiſdom are as Eſſential _ G Fj 
as Being and Power, and we «an no more. 


think of a-moſt perfect Being without theſe, 
than we can think of an Animal without 
Life. Life makes it to be living, ſo does 
infinite Goodneſs join'd with infmite Wiſ- 
dom, and the reſt of his Glorious Attributes, 


make God what He is. Now if there be in- 


finite Goodneſs and Wiſdom in God, about 
what can they 


they at firſt made and producd. Good- 


neſs was the firſt mover toward the Crea: 
tion of the World, and then Wifdom and 
Power . affifted each other in the Framing 


and Modelling of it: Without the one it 
had never been at all, and without the e- 


ther it had never been what we now fee- 


it is, a Beautiful Harmonious Syſtem of 
Things. 13 
But ſince it is thus, we are not to think 


that God deſerted the World as ſoon as 
made. The ſame Goodneſs which promp- 
ted him to produce it, prompts him ſtill. 
to Govern and Suſtain it, and he will no 


more Abandon and Relinquiſh it, than he 


be better employ d than in 
Otdering, Governing and Diſpofing of that, 


will 


A T bauksgrving Sermon 


17 of the World, and ſo 


will totally annihilate and deſtroy i it 


- the 


may indeed, and certainly will, alter the 


preſent Frame and Compages 'of it, and 
deſtroy it too as to its preſent Conſtitution, 
that being ftill under the direction of his 
Providence: But there are ſome parts he 
has now made Immortal, and fo will ne- 


ver beUniverſally deſtroy d. And till that 


grand Cataſtrophe and Revolution be effe- 
ted, W 


1 will be fully diſplay d all the 
various Methods and Workings of God's 


Providence, ſo myſterious at preſent to us, 


and undiſcoverable; God is ſtill no leſs con- 


cern'd and imployed in the Affairs of the 


World, in order to the bringing them to 
that great End. 


Should I here begin with the . 


paſs on to the 
egetable and Senſitive, what a vaſt Scene 
would there imediately 'be open'd to us of 


God's Providence, in ordering, ſorting, and 


diſpoſing of Minerals, and Vegetables, 


Plants and Animals, to their ſeveral Eads 
and Uſes, whereby one is made to ſupport, 


ſuſtain and preſerve another, and all Harmo- 


niouſy conſpire for the Good and Beauty of 
the 
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the Univerſe. . But this would be beyond 
my preſent Intention, making my Proceſs 


too tedious, . though the Diſquiſition would 


not be.unpleaſant; oo 
And therefore to confine my ſelf to the 
Rational part of the World, and to Man 
for whoſe ſake all other things were Crea- 
ted. How is God's Providence, every mo- 
ment, concern'd in his Preſervation and Pro- 
tection, in his Suſtenance and Support, in 
bringing about Various Events, and ſeem- 
ingly caſual. Contingences, either for the 
rewarding his Virtue, or puniſhing his 
Wickedneſs and Sin. He ſometimes ties 
him with the Chains of Fate and Neceſſity, 
and anon expoſes him to the fluctuation 


berty. And yet, all the while, keeps the 
Reins in hiso wn Hand, and manages all theſe 


Counſel. His Power delights to manifeſt it 


and uncertainties of Fortune and Contin-. 
gency, and then leaves him to his-own: li- 


juſt as he pleaſes, to the bringing about the 
Infallible Determinations of his own wiſe 


ſelf in high and difficult matters, and uſually 
walks contrary to the wiſdom of Men. His 
whole Work is to do Wonders, and by my 

4 
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treme Folly ; and ſudden 

gotten Wealth, He raiſes Diſtruction out of 
the fulfilling our defires, and out of ſecular 
Joys and 1 brings Sighing and 
Mourning. He delights to take the wily 
in their own Craftineſs, and to deceive the 
Decievers. To make his own Net which 
the Wicked has hid, to catch himſelf, and 
himſelf to fall into the Deſtruction he hath 
1 for others. He loves to judge 
en by their own Self- condemnation, and 
to make the guilty pronounce ſentence up- 
on himſelf. To puniſh Men by their 
faults, and to make their own way, rather 

than his power to overthrow them. 
And if the management of Providence 
be thus conſpicuous, as it many times is, in 
ſingle Inſtances of particular Perſons, much 
more is it in the grand — of 
ing 
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Kingdoms and States. Here God ftands in 
the Congregat ion of Princes, He is a Judge a- 
nong gods. He preſides and moderates in 
their Councils, and marches out into the 
Field with their Arthies, either for their Aſ- 
ſiſtance or Overthrow.: - He caſteth out the 
Counſels of Princes, and tnaketh the Devices f 
the People to he of none Effect. He refraineth 4 
the Spirit 1 and is wonderful among tb 2 
Kings of the Earth. He ſtilleth the raging of 3 
the Sea, and the noiſe of its Waves, and which 
is much more than all that, the Madneſs 4 
the People, Here the Workings of his Hand 
are more eaſily trac'd in his advancing, and 
rewarding Righteous and Religious People, 
with the Bleſſings of Peace, Plenty and 
Proſperity : and in his Puniſhing the Wick- Þ" 1 
ed and Diſobedient, with Wars and Deva- 4 
ſtations, / with Famines, Peſtilences and 1 
Earthquakes, with Foreign Foes and Inte- 
ſtine Divifions. He that in ſuch Occur- 
rences as theſe, ſees not the Finger of God, 
is Blind and Inſenfible; and he that ſeeing 
makes no acknowledgment of them to God, 
nor improvement to himſelf, is Obſtinate 
and Rebellious. a 3 et 
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When a wicked Prince is to be remov d, 
or a Nation Chaſtis' d, there Providence 
exerts it ſelf, either in ſending an indurati- 
on and inſenſibility of Mind, as upon Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians, or an infatuation and di- 
ſtraction in Counſels, as in Achitophel ; or in 
ſuffering a Male-adminiftration of Govern- 
ment to provoke to a Revolt, as in Fereboam 
and the Ten Tribes ; or in putting a lying 
Spirit into the Mouths of Prophets, as in the 
matter of Ahab; or in permitting a Conſpi- 
racy to take effect, as in Jehu ; or ſtriking a 
ſudden and unaccountable terrour into their 
Armies, as into that of the Syrians. Various 
indeed, are the workings of Providence in 
theſe Caſes; ſometimes producing ſtrange 
and wonderful Effects by very unlikely 
means, if not ſecret and unſeen: other whiles 
making the Occaſion apparent, but very diſ- 
proportionate to the Event, as by a Word 
caſt out at random, by the miſtake of a 
Meſſage, the miſcarriage of a Letter, the 
failing of a Horſe, the contrary fitting of 


the Wind, or the ſudden ſwelling of a Ri- 
ver. Upon ſuch Caſualties as theſe, ſome- 
times the Fate of a Kingdom has turn d or 

| Ld the 
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the fortune of a Battle; yet all theſe ma- 


nag d by the ſteady and unerring Hand of 


Providence, which when things, by a cer- 
tain Series and train of Conſequence, wete 
brought to ſuch an Head and Maturity, 
ſtruck in, by ſome ſuch like inconſiderable 
contingency, to nick the great Event. A 
thing, which though the Unwiſe does 
not conſider, nor the Fool underſtand; 
yet the Sober and the Religious will 
obſerve it, and from thence ſhall come to 
underſtand the ways of God's Providence, 
and to admire the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
his Diſpenſations to the Sons of Men. 
A very pregnant and remarkable In- 
ſtance we have of this, in that which in a 
great part gives the occafion to this Days 


Solemnity ; the ſucceſs of the Fleet under 


Admiral Rooke, and of the Land Forces 
under the Command of his Grace the Duke 
of Ormond. We all know how long they 
were detain'd by various Accidents, and the 
contrary fitting of the Winds before: they 
could ſet forward upon their intended Ex- 
pedition. Had they gone out ſooner in all 
probability they had return'd ſooner : or 


C 2 had 
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had they met with the deſir d ſucceſs in 
their firſt Attempt, they hadſtay'd longer, or 


left thoſe Forces behind them, which were 


neceſſary for ſuch an Undertaking; or had 
they gain d Intelligence ſooner, or by any o- 
ther way then what they did; the Enem 

might have allo gain d Intelligence of their 


| Reſolution, and fo have prevented their De- 


ſign, by withdrawing themſelves, or remov- 
ing all their Effects into Places more remote, 
and of greater ſecurity. But now all things 
concur'd to favour the mighty Enterprize; 
and that Expreſſion of the Prophet ſeems to 
admit of a wonderful application, even ac- 
cording to the Letter, Eſay. 33. 23. Their 
Tacklings were loos d, they could not well ſtreng- 
then their Maſt, they could not ſpread the Sail, 
then is the prey of a great Spoil divided, the lame 
take the Prey. Andnow letnot Fortune and 


Chance, let not good Reſolution and wiſe 


Conduct, let not Courage and _— car- 
ry away all the Honour and Applauſe, al- 
though theſe too in their ſeveral degrees 
may juſtly challenge a due Eulogy and 


Commendation: but let God have the Glo- 


15 who manag'd whatſoever was Contin- 
5 gent 
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gent; and inclin d, and directed whatever 
tand the Succeeding this 
_—_ Undertaking, and procuring the 


was Voluntary 


d Event. 


pos d 
Author of every 


a twofold: reſpe&. 


Firft, As more general, in which all Men ; 


who make any Obſervation at all, will be 
more or leſs concern d. All men opt fer 
anil declare the Work of God. 


Secandly, As more particular, with a peeu- | 


liar reſpe& to the righteous, and the u 
in heart; 7 hall K glad: glad in the Lord N 
truſt in him, . Hall 2 — 

1/t. Then, the more general effect "of 
Men's confidering God to be the Author of 
every great Event, and wherem all will be 
more or leſs concern d, is, Fear and Acknow- 


amely, That when Men have thus 
wiſely confider'd, and found God to be the 


great Event what the effect 
of ſuch a Confideration will be. And this, | 


as I told you,. the Text ren to us in 


de ] come - tot the Second thing pro- 


ledgment. All men hal rt * teclare the 


Work of God. 


N ow if by Fear, be meant a | reveretrtial 


awe 
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awe and dread of God's Majeſty; this, me- 
thinks, is the leaſt that any Man can enter. 
E tain,” when He ſees great and wonderful 
$ Effects brought to paſs by God's Power and 
Providence. Who can but reverence that 
Majeſty which diſplays it ſelf in Works of 
greatneſs and wonder? And when that Re- 
verence is begot in their Hearts, then will 
they diſcover ſomething of it by their 
Mouths, they ſhall declare the Works of God; 
his Works will extort a Confeſſion from 
any that are not perfectly ftupid,or profane- 
ly Irreligious. Hence it is, that as God 
has a more peculiar Hand in managing the 
Affairs of War, and for that reaſon is by 
p 2 he Fſalmiſt ſtil d, the Lord mighty in battle; 
o People are generally more — 
about the Succeſs and Event of Wars than 
of any other thing, and when notable Vi- 
Ctories and Advantages are obtaind by one 
ſide, and great Blows and Defeats are receiv'd 
by the other, all Mouths are fill'd with the 
Jews of them; and God's work, who teaches 
Mens hands to war, and their fingers to fight, 

is declar'd in every place. | 
Or, adh. if Fear be put for the appre- 
” . henſion 


— 
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henſion of ſome Evil to enſue; this will 
have a general Influence too ; foraſmuch 
as all Men are Sinners, and ſome way or o- 
ther Obnoxious before God; but eſpecially, 
upon ſuch as are highly Wicked and Flagi- 
tious, even although the particular Event 
be for their preſent temporal Intereſt and 
Advantage. For though they may for the 
preſent ſee themſelves proſperous and ſuc- 4 
ceſsful, and their Enemies viſibly declin- 
ing, and leſſening daily in their Honour 
and Eſteem, in their Intereſt and Trade, in { 
their Power and Warlike Force, is it not 4 
natural, to reflect that if God be the Author 7 

of all this, upon account of their Sins and -.- nl 
Provocations, that he may bring the ſame | ö 
| 


or worſe Calamities upon them, if they 
continue ſtill in theirs. Sin is naturally pro- 
ductive of Puniſhment, and uſually appre- 
henſive of it too; And if we ſee it actually 
inflicted upon others for their Wickedneſs, 
is it not reaſonable to expect, that it will o- 
vertake us too, unleſs we amend? What if 
this be the time to humble France, by means 
of Us and our Confederates, to that degree 
that ſhe ſhall not be able to do us any con- 
4 ä fiderable 
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eight? Has God no other way of vi 
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fiderable miſchief for an Age to come, as 


Spain, has not been, fince the — — 


iting 


us for our Offences, it we-icontinue to be 


Wicked? Can He not raiſe up another Na- 


tion, whom at preſent we think little of, to 
bea Scourgeand Terror to us? Can He not 


viſit us with Peſtitence, or Famine, or In- 


teſtine Wars, if our Sins provoke Him to 


it? For we are not to think our Succeſſes 
are the effect of our own- well deſerving at 
the Hands of Goc and the rewards of our 
Righteouſneſs; but rather of God's juſt dif 


pleaſure againſt our Enemies, for their 
Wickedneſs, their Immorality, and Profane- 


neſs; upon which account; I fear, that of 


NMoſes to the Children of Iſrael Deut. 9. 5. 
is more applicable to us, Not for thy righte- 
ouſneſs or the uprightneſs of thine heart doſt 
thou go to poſſeſs this Land, for thou art a ſtiff- 
necked people; but for the wickedneſs - of theſe 


Nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out 


| Je have kept all that Moſes, 


from before thee, than that of Joſhwa- to the 
Renubenttes and the 2 22. 2. &c. 

7 ſervant of the 
Lord, commanded you;. and: have kepy the Gag 
- 197 35% +65 | 0 
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of the Commandment of the Lord your God: now 


therefore return ye an get ye unto your Tents, 
and unto the Land of your Poſſeſſion. And 
therefore let us not be ſo tranſported with 
our Succeſſes, as for them, to ground too pre- 
ſumingly upon God's Favour, ſince tho' as 


ſuch they ungpediatly require the higheſt | 
ratitude and Praiſe; 


Expreſſions of our G 
yet, as conſidering God to be the Author of 
them, he may ſoon ſee cauſe to turn their 
Current, eſpecially if we continue that of 
our Sins, upon account of which, all Men 


— 


have Reaſon to fear and to declare the Works | 


* 


of God. 1 

And yet there is no leſs reaſon to Re- 
joyce and Glory too, but that is more pe- 
culiar to the Righteous and the Upright in 
Heart, which is the Second Branch of that 
Effect, which the Conſideration of God's 
being the Author of all great Events will 


have in a more particular manner upon the 


Righteous, they ſhall be glad in the Lord 
Jhall truſt in him, and ſhall glory. And this is 
the laſt thing alſo I am to ſpeak to. 


And indeed, who can ſo truly rejoyce as 
the Good and the Ubrisht, ther, Joys are 
„5 ſolid 


— 
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Z ſolid and ſubſtantial, whereas theſe of the 
Wicked are but Tranfitory and Superficial, 


Tis therefore a ſort ofa teſt of a Man's Up- 
rightneſs and Sincerity, to obſerve how he 
rejoyces, eſpecially upon this ſo Solemn an 
Occaſion. If it be ſuch a Joy as is fincere 
and hearty, it will diſcover it ſelf in a way 


becoming a true Hearted Chriſtian, and Eng- 


liſh Man at once. One that is really affe. 
cted with the Proſperity of his Country, 
with the flouriſhing Effects both of the 
Church and Civil Government, will mani- 
feſt his Joy at any advantages accruing to 
either, by endeavouring to Improve and 
Augment, at leaſt to Maintain and Support 


them. He will earneſtly pray for, and. 


chearfully contribute, what in him lies, to 
their welfare, whereas he who is inſincere, 
what ever fair ſhew of rejoycing- he may 
make for the preſent, will diſcover his in- 
fincerity by his future acting; he will either 
undervalue God's goodnels to us or mil-re- 
preſent it, or ſhew himfelf, ſome way or o- 
ther, uneaſy under it. Indeed fincerity and 
the true Old Engliſb plain dealing, is, what 


by ſome Men of obſervation, we have been 


upbraided 
= 


1 — 
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upbraided with the great decay of, for ſeve- 
ral Yeary laſt paſt; in room of which has ſuc- 
ceeded a politick trimming way, and our 
open Heartedneſs turn'd into Artifice and 
Diſſimulation. This Obſervation 1 could 
heartily wiſh, was altogether falſe and 
groundleſs; But if there be any truth in it, 
as it behoves every Man to examine his 


own Heart and Conſcience, whether there 


be or no? Tis high time to refute it, by re- 
turning to our Antient Truth and Honeſty, 
which has been our Glory, and will be 
our beſt Security: To that end, let us begin 
with our rejoycing, and let that be as ſincere 


as the occaſion for it is extraordinary. Now 
if we rejoyce heartily for the Succeſſes God 


has of late given us, our rejoycing will ma- 
nifeſt it ſelf,in the firſt place, in making our 


due and ſolemn Acknowledgments to Al- 
mighty God for his great Mercies ; which is 


the proper Buſineſs of this Day. Tis not 
our Ringing of Bells, our Illuminations and 
Bonfires, which are ſo much the Teſtimony 


of our Joyfulneſs, as our ſolemn repairing * 


to the place of God's Publick Worſhip, an 
there, in the midſt of the Congregation, de- 
D 2 voutly 


* 
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voutly praifing him for his Goodneſs, and 
adoring him for his Greatneſs ; (and truly 
this numerous Audience is not an unpromil- 
ing token of ſuch a ſincere Joy) much leſs is 
it Riot and Drinking toexceſs, which, in- 
ſtead of expreſſing our Joyfulneſs, is the Ex- 
poſing ourSinand our Shame, and affront- 


ing God's Mercies, whilſt we pretend toac- 


knowledge them. 
Nor is rejoycing the Buſineſs of one Day 


only, but it will continue amongſt us as 
God's Favours do, and manifeſt it elf 


Pal. 24.8. 


in the next place, in Uniting us more 
cloſely together in the Bonds of Mutual 
Love and Charity. We are all ſome 
way or other ſharers in the late Bleſſings 
of Heaven, by weakening the Power of 
France, we have our Commerce and Trade 
better ſecur'd ; nay, our Religion and Ci- 
vil Rights too; ſince 'tis from the exor- 
bitant Power and boundleſs Ambition of 
that Monarch, we have had but too formi- 
midable apprehenſions of their being In- 


| 8 vaders, and by reducing him to his juſt 
Bounds, we may expect a more certain and 


laſting 
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laſting Peace, whenever it ſhall pleaſe God 
to ſend it. And now, for God's proſpering 
our Arms abroad, *twould be but 4 very 
unſuitable return, to find, any. Jarrings and 
D.iſſentions at Home; for God's doing good 
to us, twould look very ineongruous for 
us to be deſigning Miſchief and Diſturbance 
to one another: Where the Bleſhngs are 
Common and Undiſtinguiſhed, the return of 
Thavks ſhould be #4 with Hearts uni- 
ted in Affection to gone another, as well 
as to God the Author, ſince without Cha- 
rity our Praiſes can be LO "on en 
to him as our Prayers. 741 2 

And as to manifeſt our rejoycing, to be 
ſuch as becomes the upright in Heart, we 
are to.be united in Mutual Love and AX 
rity; ſo inthe laſt place, in our Affection to 
the Government for its Honour, Intereſt and 
Support. God has done great things for 
us already, and greater we may ſtill rea- 


ſonably expect, by means of the Unanimi- 


ty of our Counſels. Let every one uſe his 
endeavour to make it appear what tis poſi- 
ble for England once united to do, both to 
the * and Promoting our ow]n Wel- 


fare 
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fare, Peace and Happineſs at home; and the 
maintaining the Ballance of Trade and Empire 
abroad. To that End, let us always think 
what is conſulted, and determin'd, and a&- 
ed by our Governours, to be intended for the 
beſt, however it may ſuceed. Let us enter- 
tain no ſiniſter Suſpicions and Surmizes of 
thoſe in Authority, and ſuch as Her Ma- 
jeſty is pleaſed to employ in the Affairs of 
| Government, or about Her Perſon ; as if 
= any of them was in any Intereſt ſeparate 
| from what is ours, and the Publick. And 
| for a full Conviction, that they are not, I 
S think, the late Succeſſes of Her Majeſties 
Arms, and Counſels againſt France; for 
which we this day return Thanks, is a De- 
monſtration beyond all Contradiction. Had 
 fome great Men now at the Helm been ſuch 
favourers of a French Intereſt, as ſome ill de- 
figning People have formerly endeavour d 
to Inſinuate; we had not, in all probability, 
made that Succeſsful Progreſs, in a War 
within theſe Six Months, ſuch as, in that 
before, we did not make, in fo many Years 
Lam not willing to reflect upon any thing 
that is paſt, but it is ſomewhat — 
. — | 
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and I cannot forbear to mention it in Vin- 
dication of their Honour, that a Year, as 1 
take it, has ſcarce gon over our heads, ſince 
there was a {ſcandalous Paper induſtriouſly 
handed up and down, called a Black-Liſt ; 
wherein many of thoſe Perſons, by whom the 
Principle Affairs of State, both with relation 
to War and Civil Government, are now 
manag'd; were baſely traduc d, for Friends 
and Penfioners of France. They have now 
had an opportunity of ſhowing their kind- 
neſs that way, and 1 think, they have done 
it effectually. France always have 
ſuch Freinds of them, and with like ſucceſs, 
ſo long as ſhe continues our Enemy. If ſhe: 
receives ſuch blows, as ſhe has done of late, 


don her ſecret Friends, what might ſhe 
dot have expected heretofore, from her pro- 
p fefs d Adverſaries? But this is not to be 
4 dwelt upon, and I only mention it, that by 
: ſuch manifeſt, and as I may ſay, Providen- 

U 


tial Convictions of Falſhood as theſe, we 
may not be to haſtily impos d upon, to en- 
tertain any , unworthy. Apprehenſions of 
thoſe in Authority, arid above us. 
Eſpecially, let us always pay that Ho- 


mage 
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1 joyn in an hearty Aen. 


© mage of true Affection, Reverence and O- 
bedience to Her Sacred Majeſty, which Her 
— and Unparallel'd Virtues juſtly 
challenge from dutiful and loyal Subjects. 
Let Her Reign in our Hearts, as well as o- 
ver our Perſons, and let us all, unani- 
mouſly, concur in our devout Praiſes of 
God, and Prayers for Her. Long may She 
live, long, may She Reign, long may She 
continue, as She 1s, a Publick Bleſfing to 
theſe Nations; ; and 1 hope, there 1s none 
who has any ſenſe of Love either for him- 
ſelf or his Country, who will refuſe to 


2” ew" to.God the . . God the n; . 
and God the Holy Ghoſt ; be aſcribed 
as th moſt due, al Honour and Praiſe, 
Dominion and Power, now and - E- 
ver more. Amen. 
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